
Introduction to the Bible [series 12e] 
Discipleship in John’s Gospel 
 
Discipleship is an advanced state of faith. In 8:31ff Jesus says: remain in my word, then 
you are my disciples. The call to discipleship is seen first in 1:35-51. Here John 
describes his personal encounter with Jesus. It is contemplative in nature [staying with 
Jesus] and the goal is union with God. In synoptic gospels [Mathew, Mark and Luke] the 
call is expressed as: ‘follow me, I will make you fishers of men’; here the focus is more 
on transforming human hearts. In John, discipleship is union with God. John uses Greek 
word menein [to remain], to explain indwelling presence of God in the believer: in 12:26 
Jesus says, ‘my servant shall be where I am’, in 14:3 ‘where I am you also may be’.  
 
Experiencing and sharing: discipleship has a missionary nature, which is about 
sharing one’s  experience of Christ, as seen in 1:35ff ’we found the messiah, come and 
see’! [John teaches both contemplative and missionary aspects of Christian faith]. ‘What 
are you seeking’?, is the first question addressed by Jesus in John’s gospel. Church 
asks this question to all who seek ultimate meaning of life and union with God. Coming 
and seeing express a life of faith [6:35; 6:40-who sees and believes has eternal life]. A 
deepening of experience of Christ involves discipleship.  
 
Hearing and Following: in order to hear Jesus, one should be of the truth; ‘everyone 
who is of truth hears my voice’-18:37 and in contrast, the trial of Jesus before Pilate is 
devoid of truth. 10:26-27-‘my sheep hears my voice’, which can be understood as the 
one who has the spirit of prayer hears the voice of Jesus. Discipleship implies an 
absolute renouncement of one’s selfish ego and choosing Christ to everything else. 
Disciple must be ready to lay down his life; in13:36-38 and 21:19, Peter who denied 
Christ grows into a disciple and he is ready to die for Christ. 
 
Union with God: the word remaining [menein] is mentioned118 times in the New 
Testament and 68 are in John’s writings, that refers to divine-human union. This means: 
1]communion of believers with God, indicated by the sayings, ‘those who eat my flesh 
and drink my blood abide in me-6:56 and in 15:4-6 the allegory of ‘I am the vine and you 
are the branches’; remain in Christ just as branches remain in the vine. 2] condition for 
communion with God is to abide in truth as in 5:38 [truth is Christ and his gospel]; 15:7. 
‘To remain in me or to be in me’ saying has an element of permanence. In Old 
Testament, permanence is mark of God and what pertains to God, ‘living God, enduring 
forever [Daniel 6:26; Wisdom 7:27]. 1Peter 5:25, ‘word of God abides forever’; Jn 12:34, 
messiah remains forever. Disciple seeks permanent abiding in Christ who is ever 
present in the world. Paul uses the expression ‘in Christ’ for union with God, meaning, 
to be in the divine milieu.  
 
Types of relations or union: mutual relationship between Father and Son [14:8-11; 
10:30 ‘I and the Father are one’] is the model for union between Christ and a disciple.  
Jews were scandalized when Jesus said that he and the Father are one, which 
indicates ontological unity or Jesus’ oneness in being with the Father. Words and deeds 
of Jesus are qualified as works of the Father in14:10. To see the Son is to see the 



Father. Unity is described as obedience to the Father. 5:19, ‘whatever Father does, Son 
does likewise’- Son deserves equal honor with the Father. Son’s obedience to the 
Father doesn’t imply inequality; it is a love relationship [unity in love, in work and in 
honor]. This is not understood as external obedience as between human father and son 
but sharing of one and the same life as in 6:57. Loving/keeping the commandments is 
the effective way to union with God, the life of a disciple. Just as Jesus listens and 
obeys the Father, a believer lives the commandment of love and becomes a disciple of 
Jesus. 
To be continued… 
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